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Is software 
deve lopment  in 

a c a d e m i a  a s  good a s  
it could b e ?



Do you  th ink that  software is  
important  in modern  research?



Who of you h a d  software 
deve lopment  related educat ion 

beyond  a  programming  l a n g u a g e  
introduction?



Do you think software 
deve lopment  is apprec iated 

enough  in research compared  to
e . g .  paper  publ icat ion?



These problems were ident i f ied 
a n d  about  10  Year a g o  in the  UK.



Actions taken

Give a l l  peop le  in a c a d e m i a  who write code  a n  ident ity  b y  
provid ing  a  n a m e

RESEARCH SOFTWARE 
ENGINEER

(RSE)



Who is  a n  R S E ?

Motivations:

•

•

• To provide a  un ique  job title that  is  eas ier  to search  for a n d  to advert i se  than  a l l  the little 

var iat ions  l ike “scient i f ic  programmer” ,  “research  software specia l i st” ,  etc.

To h igh l i ght  the importance  of software (espec ia l l y  sus ta inab le  software deve lopment)  and  

those who deve lop  it in modern research.

To create communi t ies  of l ike-minded  people  who share  common  interests.



"The Four Pil lars of Research  Software Eng ineer ing"  

https : / /d l .acm.org/doi /10 .1109/MS.2020.2973362

https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1109/MS.2020.2973362


https://www.software.ac.uk

/our-tra in ing-services/our-partnership-carpentries

https://www.software.ac.uk/our-training-services/our-partnership-carpentries
https://www.software.ac.uk/our-training-services/our-partnership-carpentries


https://www.ukri.org

/news/ukri -cont inues- invest ing - in-improving-research-software-practices/

https://www.ukri.org/news/ukri-continues-investing-in-improving-research-software-practices/
https://www.ukri.org/news/ukri-continues-investing-in-improving-research-software-practices/


https: / /rsecon24.society -rse.org/

https://rsecon24.society-rse.org/%E2%80%8B


https: / /www.software.ac.uk/blog/new-network-support-research-software-groups-across-uk
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https://www.fz-juel ich.de/en/rse/about/rse -worldwide

https://www.fz-juelich.de/en/rse/about/rse-worldwide


RSE community bui ldup in 
Switzerland



RSE  commun i t y  @ ETH: first s teps

• Mail  c a m p a i g n  on the 23rd of November 2023

• Ema i l s  to both research a n d  technica l  sta f f

• Incredible response

• Announced 1st  onl ine information event  on 12th  of 

December  2023



1st  onl ine information event

• Around 120  part ic ipants

• 2  parts :

1. Talk b y  Prof. S imon  Hettrick (Software Susta inab i l i ty  Institute 

UK)

2. Information on commun i ty  bu i ld ing  @ ETH

• RSE  commun i ty  survey

• Q&A



Results  of RSE  commun i t y  survey

13  out of 16  ETH Zurich depar tments  

represented!



First on-s ite event :  1st  of February 
2024

• Part 1 :  Lightning talks

• Part 2 :  Talk by  Mr. Peter Schmidt

• Part 3 :  Discussion rounds in small  groups:
•

•

What do you expect  from the RSE  commun i t y ?  

What k ind of role do you imag i n e  for yoursel f  in 

this  commun i t y ?

How c an  we bui ld  the commun i t y ?•





React ions :

• EPFL Lausanne :  we  a lso want  to do someth ing !

• KOF Swiss  Economic Institute :  We were just  about  to 
set  up  someth ing  of our own!

• ~  65  a t  first on-site event

• 339  member s  on ma i l i n g  list

• >  100  on matr ix  chat



Focus

• Estab l i sh ing  the 
communi ty  a t  ETH Zürich

• Organiz ing  regular 
events

• Keeping the communi ty  
e n g a g e d

• Introducing the 
commun i ty  a t  partner 
institutions (ETH Domain)



Community  event s

RSE

Educat ion

L ightn ing  

ta lks

Technical 

Talks/ 

exchange

RSE

Jobs/Career



Community  event s

RSE

Educat ion

• “Bas i c s  of comput ing  env ironments 
for sc ient ists”  b y  IT Serv ice  group 
D-PHYS

• P l ann ing  Git ba s i c s  a n d  adv anced  
workshop with a  co l league  from 
CSCS (Swiss  National 
Supercomput ing  Center)

• P lans  on start ing  a  book c lub 
together with other RSE  
communi t ies  such  a s  RSE  Germany



Community  event s

Technical 

Talks/ 

Exchange

• Group d iscuss ions  about  
“automated  test ing”

• Presentat ions  about  “devbox”  a nd  
“pytest -regtest”

• Scient i f ic  a n d  Technical  Pub l i sh ing 
with “Quarto” – from reports to 
books a n d  ebs i tes

• “Show  your tools”



Community  event s

RSE

Jobs/Career

• Apply ing  for RSE  Jobs:  Panel  
d iscuss ion





Community  event s

RSE

Jobs/Career

• Apply ing  for RSE  Jobs:  Panel  
d iscuss ion

• Community  contributed b log  article 
on lessons  learned



ETH Domain



RSE@ETH Domain

• We, together with the partner institutions in the ETH 
doma in ,  submit ted  a  proposal  for f und ing  to ORD 
measure  2 ,  which wa s  accepted

• RSE4ORD: bu i ld ing  a  research software eng ineer ing  
commun i t y  to promote open sc ience



RSE4ORD:

• Project started October 2024 :  0 . 75  FTE/year for 2  years

• Kicking-off RSE  communi t ies  a t  partner institutions: 

RSE@ETH will he lp  ge t  started

• Promoting FAIR (F indable ,  Access ib le ,  Interoperable, 

Reusab le)  for research software

• Guidel ines for RSE



Collaboration with the  EnhanceR  
network

• EnhanceR*  - a  network for Sw i s s  Research  IT expert ise

• Call for RSE  ambas s ador s :

o S imon  Duerr - HEVS

oViktor Kovtun - Uni Bern

o I l ya  Misyura  - FNHW

oAndrei P l a m a d a  - Uni Zürich

o J a m e s  Runna l l s  – E a w a g

*https: / /www.enhancer.ch/

http://www.enhancer.ch/


Collaboration with the  EnhanceR  
network

• EnhanceR  sympos ium*  on "RSE  in Action" on 4th September  

2025  in Fribourg, Switzer land

• Call for contributions:  Workshops, show a n d  tell sess ions . . .

*https : / / sympos ium.enhancer .ch /



Source:  Wikimedia.org 

Deed)

(CC BY-SA 3 .0

Swiss  RSE  event :  2026



Contact:

Tarun Chadha ,  tarun .chadha@id.ethz .ch  
Uwe Schmit t ,  uwe.schmitt@id.ethz .ch

rse.ethz .ch

These s l ides  are l i censed under CC BY-NC 4 .0

mailto:tarun.chadha@id.ethz.ch
mailto:uwe.schmitt@id.ethz.ch
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